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Built upon the . founds ation of the APOSTLES and Propuets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the foundation corner stone.—Ephes. ii. 20. 

Shut up, O Daniel, the words and seal the book to the time of the end. ; 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increase d.*** Ma- 
ny shall be purified and made white and tried, but the wicked shall de 
wickedly ; but none of the wicked shy all unde rstand; but dhe wise shall wn- 
derstand. —Pan.xii. 4, 10. 

DOXOLOGIES OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
FIRST SERIES — 
(COMMENCING WITH THE EVENTS OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND BENDING 
WITH THE BEGINNING OF CHRIST'S PERSONAL REIGN ON EARTH.) 
And the four living creatures rest not day nor night, saying, 7 


O holy, holy, holy thou, 

Lord God Almig ity ari. 

O thou, who wast, and dost exist, 
And art again to come! 

And while the living creatures are giving glory and honor 
and thanks to him who sits upon the throne, the twenty-four 
elders fall down before him, and worship him, and cast their 
crowns before the throne; saying, 

Worthy art thou, O Lord, to have 

All glory, honor, pow’r; 

For all thi ngs thou hast made, and for 
Thy will they are, and were. 

And he came and took the scroll out of the ri cht hand of 
him who set upon the throne. And when he received the 
scroll the four living creatures and the twenty-iour elders, fell 
down before the Lamb. And they sung a new song, saying. 

Worthy art thou to take the scroll, 
And to unloose its seals; 


For thou wast slain, and hast redeer’d 
Us by thy blood to God. 


Thou’st sav’d us out of ev’ry tribe ‘ 
And nation, speec h, and race ; 

An¢ made us kings and pnests to God: 

And we shvll reign on earth. 
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And J heard the voice of many Angels round about the throne, 
and of the Living Creatures, and ot the Elders, saying with a 
oud voice, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain— 
Pow’r, riches, wisdom, might, 
And honor, yea, and glory too, 
And blessing to receive! 
And every creature I heard, saying, 


To him who sits upon the throne, 

And to the Lamb be paid, 

All blessing, honor, glory, strength, 

For ever, and for aye. Re. iv. v. 


And I saw a great multitude out of every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing beiore the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms in their hands, and 
they cry with a loud voice, saying, 

To God who sits upon the throne 
Salvation be ascrib’d— 

And to the Lamb that once was slain, 
To him redemption be! 

And the Angels or Messengers stcod round about the throne, 
and about the Elders and the four living creatures; and they 
fell down on their faces, before the throne, and worshipped 
God, saying, 

The blessing, glory, wisdom, thanks, 

The honor, and the pow’r, 

The strength be also to our God, 

Forever more, Armen. Ch. vii. 

And the seventh Angel sounded, and there were great voices 
in heaven, saying, 

The kingdoms of the world are now, 
The kingdoms of our Lord, 

And of his Christ; and he shall reign 
For ever and for aye. 

And the twenty-four Elders who sat before God on their 
thrones, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, saying, 

O thou who art, and wast, to thee, 
Lord God Almighty, we 


Give thanks, because thou’ st ta’en thy pow’r, 
And hast commenc’d thy reign. 


Wroth the nations were; thy wrath came, 
And of the dead the time 

When judgment and reward should be 
Unto thy servants giv’n. 


To them who prophets were, and saints,— 

To them that fear thy name; 

And when thou shouldst destroy all those 

That do destroy the earth. Ch. 2. 


The forepoing verses may be seid or sung to common metre; if said 
they are to be reed as a good reader would read prose. ’ : 
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OBSERVATIONS 


It will be observed that these Apozalyptic Ascriptions of 
Praise are resolved into two @ertes. ‘Tats 1s the arranrement 
of the Holy Spirit; and an ad.nivable on: itis. John wrote the 
Apocalypse inthe latter end o th? first or very early in the be- 
ginning of the secondcentury. Hence the Doxologies it con- 
tains must relate to events present an] to com? subsequently 
to John’; writing; for h2 tells us, that the symbolic personage 
he saw in vision, directed him to “ weite the things which he 
saw, even those which are, ani th2 things which shall be here- 
after: and again, h» says, in the beginning of this first chap- 
ter, that the time of the things written in the book was at hand 
in hisday. How much th’n must have happened during the 
sevent:en hundred years, which have elapsed since that time! 
The doxolozies relating to “ the things which are,” are such as 
celebrat2 the holiness and eternal existence of the Almighty; 
his worthiness of glory, honor, and pow>er, because h2 made all 
things for his own will and pleasure; the worthiness of the 
Lamb to be praised by th faithful, because he had been slain 
and had redeemed th>m by his blood, and made them kings and 
priests; and to receive power, riches, wisdom, might, honor, 
glory, and blessing from every being. The doxologies refering to 
“the things which shall be h-reafter” from the date of the book, 
are such a3celebrat2 the downfal of Paganism as the establish- 
ed superstition of the Roman World: the overthrow of the Go- 
vernments of the earth; the destruction of the Apostacy ; the 
setting up the everlasting, and universal terrestrial monarchy of 
Jehovah’s Anointed King in the stead cc the existing dynasties; 
the resurrection of the righteous dead, when the servants of 
God shall be rewarded, and the Tyrants u: tne earth shall be 
destroy °d: the marriag of the Lamb; when the living believers, 
who have prepared themselves, will be changed into immortals, 
and the taking up ef God’s residence with men upon the earth, 
in the s-nse in which h2 dwelt with Adam before he fell, when 
there will be no mor? t2ars, death, grief, eryimg nor pain; but 
when all terrestrial things will be sorenovated as to constitute the 
renewed “a new heaven and a new earth.” 

We have said, thre are two series of apocalyptic doxologies. 
The first three chapt>rs contain no ascriptions, because the sub- 
jects treated of in them will not admit of rejoicing. There is 
no room for joy wh-re the light of the Holy Spirit is about to 
depart from seven celebrated Christian communities. This is 
more a subject of lamentation. And it may be here remarked, 
that the laments in this book are recorded as on the side of the 
friends of the Apostacy ; the lamentation of the great men of 
the world at the overthrow of Babylon, to wit; all the accla- 
mations of joy are on the part of the Christian on account of 
what has happened, or is then about to occur. 

The developments of the first doxological series is exceedingly 
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beautiful. They commence in the fourth chapter. And mark 
the intelligencies engaged therein. John was invited into a 
symbolicai apartment called heaven and answering to the Most 
Holy Place in the Mosaic tabernacle, whe re he saw a throne, 
and One sitting upon it; besi@es this hesaw twenty-four other 
thrones and as many persons upon them termed Elders or An- 
cients, having crowns of Gold upon their heads. Before the 
single throne were seven lamps of fire, signifying the ,seven 
Spirits of God ; and in the middle of the circle about the throne 
four ftull-eyed living creatures, for they were “ full of eyes, be- 
fore and b hind.” These untiring living ones for “ they rest 
not day nor night” begin the eclcbrations of this beok of the 
Revelation. ‘The one upon the throne, pap tells us was the 
Lord God Almighty, who was. andis. andistocome. While 
the Living Creatures were giving glory, hi nor, and thanks to 
the Eternal King, the twenty four Elders joined them acknow- 
ledging the enthroned one as the Creator of all things. 

Alter this John discovers a scroll at the right hand of the Al- 
mighty. He then hears the inquiry “ W ho is worthy to open the 
scroll and to loose its seals ?” Neither the four living creatures, 
nor the twenty-four elders were worthy todo it. He then per- 
ceives in the middle space (the precise situation fora Mediator) 
between the throne and the four living creatures, and In the mid- 
dle of the Elders, a Lamb, which seemed as if it had been slain. 
It had seven horns, and seven eyes, which signify the same 
thing as the seven lamps of fire beiore the throne, with this dif- 
ference, that the seven lamps were stationary, whereas these 
were “sent forth into all the earth.” ‘This Lamb in the middle 
space, one of the symbolical characters told John was the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David; and that he had pre- 
vailed to open the seroll. The symbolic Lamb then took the 
scroll out of the hand of the Almighty. Upon this the living 
creatures and the Elders prostrated themselves before the 
Lamb, and with the accompaniment of their harps, sanga new 
song, in the midst of perfumes issuing from the golden vials, 
symbolical of the prayers of the saints. 

And here let us inquire,” vho are these Living Creatures and 
twenty-four Elders? We rejoin that they are symbolical of the 
resurrected Church of Chr ist. If it be in qui red why we be- 
lieve them to be the children of the resurrection, we r ply, be- 
cause they are represented in company with the Lamb in the 
very pre ise chamber of the Almighty ; and there are but two 
ways for terrestrial beings to enter that apartment, viz. either 
by a translation or by a resurrection. Jesus entered the 
Chamber of the Throne by,a resurrection, and so must his 
younger brethren. He has led the way, and the saved must fol- 
low in his footsteps. If it be further asked, Why we —. 
these characters symbolical of the saved, we answer bec’ 
they declare themselves to beso. For say they, “ thou hast re 
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deemed us to Ged by thy blood out of every tribe, and language 
and people, and nation ; and hast made us to our God, kings an 
priests.” Both the four living creatures and the Elders are 
symbolical of the redeemed, for say they, “ Thou hastredeemed 
us.” Now who are God’s kings and priests but the faithful ? 
Does not Peter say in addressing the Christians of his oh 
that they were a “ royal priesthood ;” and does not John testify, 
that it was Jesus Christ had made them kings and priests to his 
4God and Father, by washing them in his blood? There can 
be no doubt, then, but that these symbols signify the Church of 
Jesus Christin an immortal or resurrected state. The attributes 
of the Living Creatures and the twenty-four Elders are repre- 
sentative of the attributes of this resurrected assembly of re- 
deemed immortals. The Eye is the symbol of light o: know- 
ledge ; the living creatures being full of eyes, before and behind, 
indicates that the Rauniected ety will be full of knowledge 
as to the future and the past. Their untiring and ceaseless ac- 
tivity in connexion with humanity, belongs only to the immor- 
‘tal condition of man. When resurrected he will need neither 
rest nor sleep, for he will be incapable of painful impressions ; 
and night will be a stranger to the place of his incorruptible 
abode. There being twenty-four Elders is another item in fa- 
vor of the Body they represent being a resurrected Assembly. 
Were the Elders the type only of the Church living on earth, 
their number would searcely exceed twelve; which would im- 
ply that they typified an assembly founded ~ the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb; but there being twenty-four shows, that 
the Body they represent is based upon the twelve natural and 
twelve spiritual patriarehs of the true Israel of God; and that 
it is composed of the faithful of all ages, who have attained to 
the adoption of the body. They are crowned, which is another 
proof that they typify the resurrected, for Peter instructs us 
that the unfading crown of glory is received when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear; and Paul says, I have finished the 
race ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will deliver to me 
at that day ; and not to me only, but to all them who love h: 
appearing: and again, Peter says, wherefore, having the loins 
of your mind girded, being vigilant, constantly hope for the 
gift to be brought to you, at the revelation of Jesus Christ.’ 
This gift is the crown of glory, even the life which is eternal 
Furthermore, consider the great dignity of this symbolli 
Lamb. Not only does he receive the homage of them who 
he has redeemed by his blood, but even the Angels of Go 
who do his will, “ myriads of myriads, and thousands of tho: 
,. sands” of them, who, needing no redemption, owe him no pe 
| sonal obligation on that account, even these sinless immortz 
hymn the praises of the Lamb, and pronounce him worthy 
zeceive +o riches, and wisdom ; might, honor, glory, a 
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Messing, How beautifully the doctrine of Scripture agrees in 
a" irs varts! §=This esadiiacs of the Lamb is much insisted 
«2c; Paul. He is exalted, says he, us far above the angels 
as the name (son) he has inherited, is more excellent than 
theirs (angel). When, continues he, God brings again the 
first-born into the world, he says, “ Let all the angels of God 
worship him.” Here, then, in this fifth chapter of the Apoca- 
lypse, we find the Lamb receiv ing the homage of the Angels 
of God from around his symbolic: il throne. 

But the climax of acknow ledged excellency is yet to come. 
Every thing in creation is represented as doing homage to him. 
Not only do the redeemed and the angels pronounce him bless. 

ed; but every creature in heaven, on earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, even all things that are in 
them’ are represented as ascribing blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and strength for ever and ever to him ‘that sits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb. And well may they bless their 
Creator, and the Lamb, through whom the curse which came 
upon them on account of man’s transgression, is remoyed.— 
“The creature ” says Paul, was subjected to frailty (not of its 
own choice ” (man was) “but by him who has subje cted it,) 
in hope, that it may be liberated, from the bondage of a perish- 
ing state, and brought into the glorious liberty of the sons of 
God.” This “ glorious liberty ” is a liberation from the law 
of death. Whenall the sons of God, then, are “ liberated from 
the bondage of a perishing state,” the inferior animals will 
cease to suffer the pains and penalties of mortality. God ap- 
pointed vegetable food as the diet of man and animals before 
the fall. The animal race was sustained by the vegetable ; 
consequently man did not prey on them, nor they on one ano- 
ther. But when the curse came the feroc ‘ity of the savage in- 
vaded the disposition or spirit of man and the inferior crea- 
tures. The history of the sufferings of both from that time is 
a tale of woe. But the Lamb is the great Deliverer of the 
Animal Race ;—The g eat Restorer of Primitive blessedness. 
Through him “ every curse will cease.” Man will no more 
fear the jaws of the lion, nor the leopard’s paw; nor will they 
fly from the habitations of man as from the face of an enemy ; 
for, “ the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play upon the hole of the asp; and the 
weaned child shall put his hand upon the cockatrice’ den. 
They shall not,hurt, nor destroy in all my holy mountain 
(Brie :) for the earth shall be-full of the knowledge of the 
rd, as the waters cover the sea.” Is. xi. 6-9. This chapter 
of Isaiah i is descriptive of the Root of Jesse—the Messiah ;—» 
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the benignant character of his reign, &c., and corresponds in 
time of tulfillment with the doxology which concludes the first 
series. Under the benign reign of the Son of God it is, that 
the four Living Creatures, the twenty-four Elders, the Angels, 
and the Creatures of the air, the earth, and the sea, ascribe 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and strength, forever and 
ever. 

Thus concludes the fifth chapter of the Apocalypse. What 
a splendid manifestation! If Paul beheld in vision any thing 
of the third heaven surpassing this, human language the most 
philosophical and refiined, to say nothing of the common lingo 
of the world, must, indeed, have been too feeble to give utter- 
ance to what he saw. Here John had a vision of the second 
heaven, or the real Holiest of All, and yet he can give us only 
a faint idea of its glories, by a group of symbols the most in- 
geniously constructed and arranged. I have never yet heard 
or read a satisfactory explanation of these 4th and 5th chap. ot 
the Apoe. Indeed, I see not how one can be given, seeing 
that interpreters invariably bring their abstract spiritualism to 
bear upon them. Their contents cannot be correctly explained 
or understood, if the Expositor be a disciple of Plato’s doctrine 
concerning the immortality of the soul instantly the body dies. 
We have heard the spiritualizer descant on these passages in 
the most imaginative and rhapsodical manner, much to the 
bewilderment of the devout, and to the amusement of the 
laughing sceptic. We have avoided this, and endeavored to 
adhere to what is written. I know that what | have here 
penned is new to multitudes; and they will call it speculative 
and untavght: but, let such remember that their acquirements, 
however great and various, are yet susceptible of increase and 
improvement; and that it would be well for them to be more 
difident and reserved in pronouncing sentence in these mat- 
ters. The scriptures teach a great deal more than any of us 
know. Let us, then, hereafter, leave it to God to limit the 
teaching of his Holy Word. 

The reception of the scroll from the right hand of the A\l- 
mighty, and these ascriptions of power to the Lamb, remind us 
of what he said to his Apostles before his ascension—* All 
power is given to me in heaven and upon the earth.” This 
was absolutely necesssary, when we consider the work he had 
to do, namely, to prepare the earth as a permanent and incor- 
ruptible abode, for himself, his Apostles, and the redeemed. 
“In my Father’s house,” said he to his disciples, “are man 
mansions.—I go to prepare a place for you, and after I shall 
have gone and prepared a place for you; I will return and 
take you with me.” The Lamb, then, left the earth to prepare 
a place for himself and disciples. He has been engaged in the 
work of preparation for the last eighteen hundred years. Nor 
has he been operating in secret; for he has told “ the wise,” as. 
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plainly as symbolical la 2 ean declare it, what he intend - 
ed to do, and is doing. If it be asked then how the Lamb is 
preparing a place for the redeemed, it is replied that the whole 
work of preparation is set forth from the sixth chapter of the 
Apocalypse to the end of the book. Behold him then com- 
mencing a specific work by the opening of the scroll, and the 
unloosing of its seals. The history of nations from the days 
of John to the present time is the epitome of what is written 
on the scroll and is contained in its seals. Every human 
event, whether pertaining to the secular, ecclesiastical, com- 
mercial, literary, philosophical, or warlike affairs of nations, 
are part of a grand whole in the work of extirpating every 
noxious person from the family of man; and of peopling the 
earth with a race who shall be all righteous. 

On the sounding of the seventh trumpet, John heard great 
voices in the symbolical heaven, saying, “ The kingdoms of 
the world, are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ.” The seventh trumpet contains seven vials, which 
are revealed in the sixteenth chapter. The seventh vial, 
which is now pouring out, is the seventh and last blast of the 
seventh trumpet; the concluding effect of which is, the con- 
summation proclaimed by the great voices in the symbolical 
heaven. The last note of this trumpet is the return of the 
Lamb to deliver his disciples from death; and to take them 
with him, “ that where he is they may be also ”—reigning with 
him on the earth, which will then be prepared for the exercise 
of their royal and priestly functions, by the overthrow of the 
governments of the world. Well may the redeemed, in view 
of this, “ give thanks to thee, O Lord God Almighty, who art, 
and who wast,”—mark, reader, it does not say here, “and 
who is to come ;” for he is come, and commenced his reign ; 
which is the cause of their rejoicing. Thus concludes the first 
series of these apocalyptic ascriptions to him who sits upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb—a conclusion, which brings us 
down to the conclusion of the times of the Gentiles; whose 
institutions will forever give place to the Universal monarchy 
of Jehovah’s Anointed King. 

, Epiror. 


THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 
THE LAODICEANS. 


“Salute,” says Paul, “the brethren in Laodicea; and Nym- 
phas, and the congregation in his house. And when this epis- 
tle has been read to you, cause that it be read in the congrega- 
tions of the Laodiceans; and that you also read the one from 
Laodicea.” Col. iv. 16. In reading this passage, I had often 
wished that I also could be favored with the perusal of the let- 
ter thus recommended to the attention of the brethren at Co- 
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thank Christ in every prayer of mine, that ye continue and 
persevere in good work:, looking for that whioh is promised in 
the day of judz rment. Let not the vain speeches of any trou- 

ble you, who pervert the truth, that they may draw you aside 
from the truth of the gospel which I have preached. And now 
may God grant, that my converts may attain toa perfect know- 
ledze of the truth of the gospel, be beneficent, and doing good 
work; which accompany salvation. And now ‘my bonds, 
which | suffer in Christ, are manifest, in which [ rejoice and 
am glad. For 1 know that this shall turn to my salvation for 
ever, which shall be through your prayer, and the supply of the 
Holy Spirit. Whether I live or die; to me to live shall 
be a life to Christ, to die will be joy. And our Lord will 
grant us his merey, ‘that ye may have the same love and be like- 
minded. Wheretore, my beloved, as ye have heard of the 
coming of the Lord, so think and act in fear, and it shall be to 
you life eternal; for it is God, who worketh in you ; and do all 
without sin. And what is be t, my beloved, rejoice in the 
Lord Je -us Chri t, and avoid all filthy lucre. Let all your re- 
que ts be made known to God, and be steady in the doctrine of 
Christ. And whatsoever things are sound, and true, and of 
good report, and chaste, and just, and lovely, these things do, 
Those things which ye have heard, and received, think on 
the:e things, and peace sla!l be with you. Ail the saints 
salute you. The grace of our Lord Je-us Chri t be with your 
spirit. Amen. Cause this Epistle to be read to the Colossians 
and the Epistle of the Colossians to be read among you. 





PLAIN DEALING PLAINLY DEALT WITH. 


Essex Co. Va. Dec. 26th, 1836. 

Beloved Brother Thomas, 

In the October number of the Advocate you extract a piece 
from the Go pel Advocate, having for its signature “Plain 
Dealing,” which for its spirit of doinination excels every thing 
that has yet appeared among us, | am glad to see your reply to 
it tempered with moderation, and a Christian spirit; excellen- 
cies of which, it appears, many think you destitute. Unfortu- 
nately, misunderst inding to a great extent prevail; in reference 
to you, and therefore, on your part, it will be necessary to exer- 
cise all patience and long suffering. In reference to your opin- 
ions you have been mi:understood, and misrepre:ented, and 
even here ; let not this, however, excite in you amurmur. On 
many sub’ects you have been too well understood, and a great 
deal that has been said against you, reminds me of what King 
Leonidas said to one who di:coursed at an improper time about 
affairs of some concern. “ My friend you should not talk so 
much to the ; urpose. OF WHAT IT 18 NOT TO THE PURPOSE TO TALK 
You will no doubt distinguish between opposition to 
your opinions, and opposition to the commandments of th’ 
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Lord. If you were endeavoring to convince the brethren of the 
necessity of attending to some neglected institution of the 
Lord’ house, | would s say the brethren would be culpable in 
opposing you. Butasgin general your laudable zeal has led you 
to endeavor to teach them matters havi ing reference to the mind; 
to its elevation, and the necessity of its being weil stored with 
knowledge, &e., you will no doubt have found by this time that 
ou cannot teach’ people faster nor forther than they are will- 
ing to learn. And that appears to be very slowly !—It has 
been the boast of this reformation, that opinions were private 
property ; and | am sure aman may do what he will with his 
own; yet because you have been liberal in bestowing this ac- 
knowledg red private property, to others, there has been as much 
to do, as if op inions were bonds of union!! So hard is it to 
keep up consistency between what we say and what we do.— 
The brethren of the editorial fraternity have bestowed on yor 
considerable trouble to marshal you into order; and even this i 
evidence of the respect they have for you. Brother Campbel 
says in his last notice of you, that kindness cauzed him not t’ 
publish your pieces ; allezing that the less the people see . 
your writings the better they will think of you. And here, J 
confess to you, | am mortified, at such a cheapening expression. 
Is it kind ? 13 it generous ?1 am constrained to say it is neither: 
and [I dare not give ita name at present. I w ill sleep on it it 
few more times. Haste is lacking In consideration, and consi- 
deration needs time. The brother who is so “plain ” in his 
“dealing” perhaps may be somewhat excused if we consider 
all the circumstances. Likely he once belonged to an associa- 
tion, and you know churches deal with me »mbers, and the asso- 
ciation with churches.—It is clear thathe had his eye upon this 
associational dealing, for of all other kinds of dealing theirs 
has always been most plain with factionists.” The Dover 
Association dealt very plainly with some of our brethren in 
these parts when it called them “disorganizers and demorali- 
zers.” ‘These must have been “ restless ambitious individuals” 
indeed. In all religious communities there are tribunals of va- 
rious grades, to which one and all are amenable. The creed, 
or discipline is the law :—the “ Synod,” the “ Conference,” or 
the “ Association” the tribunals. A small man is brought be. 
fore a small tribunal ; a great man before a great tribunal. All 
men reason as to our practices from their own false principles; 
and thus involve themselves in their own monstrous and im- 
proper conclusions concerning us. Many have asked me, “If 
you have no creed, what will you do with an offender? To 
whom I have venerally replied, “try him by the New Testa- 
ment, as you do by yourcreed.” I have often been asked too, 
” What will you do with a church which countenances false 
doctrine ?” To whom I sia Bese answer, “ Use all the means 
in our power, in teaching, exhorting, and persuading”, But it 











« 
EncihineAdetiowantll 
ie alii: 


BER de eae ral 
rae as 








180 


is again asked “ suppose all these means fail, what will you do 
then?” Ans. Me e the “m to their own ways, and to setile the 
matter with the “head of Church,” at his appearing and glory. 
The querist, however, had his eye upon the explosion of the 
great gun of excommunication, 0 f church exe anni vation !!! 
7 he old saying has some truth in it, “ what is . red in the bone 


is hard to beat out of the flesh.” At present there is no general 
excommunicative power among us. It may Hot be long before 
there is, we hope there never m ay be an y. As to what consti- 
tutes a factionist in the se riptural sense, We mit y remark that 

very man who disturbs a church, or a people, is not a faction- 


ist. If he is laboring to bring the church into: all the command- 
ments of the Lord; he is no factionist : but if he eeks to per- 
vert the right way, "and to disturb and divide the flock contrary 
to the truth, he is a factionist. In these matters care must be 


taken or we may be led widely astray. For instance, in refer- 
ence to a chureh, wherein isan indiv ridual dissatisiied with her 
order, if said church cannot be convinced by him ; she, because 
she has the power, can cut off such an one as a ao: But 
in this case, if the individual only asked for a return to primi- 
tive practice, the church, then, is erimin: 1| before the Lord, and 
the individual clean. And there is no question in my mind, 
but there are many churches which have incurred thiscondem- 


nation, in the present age. Too many think that “might is 
right,” and therefore if th®y have power to do a thing, it is 

right that thing should be done. There is a creat difference 
between an ecclesiastical and a divine right. hy the first all 
sectarians act; by the last should al] who eal! themselves “ re- 
formers” act. Thus dear brother, I have spoken freely, but 
affectionately. Let us “ walk by faith and not by sight” nor 
by “feeling.” Let us lay aside every weicht “and run with 
patience the race set before us, and we shall be able to bear 
aud forbear; and above all things “let brother|; | ve continue.” 

Affee tely yours, 
Jas aos HENSHALL. 


[From the Gospel Adrorate.} 
Beruany, Sept. 29th, 1836. 
Dear brethren fall and Johnson:— 

Permit me to say to you, with all kindness and affection, 
that I exceedingly regret the appearance of an article on pages 
123 and 124 of the current vol. of the Gospel | Advocate—a work 
which is usually so replete with useful and interesting matter. 

The piece in question has for its epicraph, “Dr. John 
Thomas of the Apostolic Advocate, a Factiouist,” and the wri- 
ter, who signs himself ~ Plaid Dealing,” proceeds to denounce 
brother Thomas as a “restless ambitious individual;” as “as- 
piring to heada La AN party in this country ;” as having oc- 
éasioned a division of the church at Richynond ; as being “fully 
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half gone” in infidelity, &c., and recommends that we “ disclaim 
all connexion with him.” 

These, alas, are serious accusations! and most absolute de- 
cisions. But | would ask “ Plain Dealing ” for the authority by 
which they are to be justified. Has he any evidence to sustain 
them? Has he possessed himself of the power of disceining 
spirits? or has the throne of judgment been vacated in his be- 
half? For my part, | have not as yet seen any thing to authorise 
such epithets and imputations; nor has any testimony been pre 
sented to prove that the division of the church at Richmond was 
atall occasioned by Dr. Thomas. On the contrary, I feei confident 
that these alle zations are unfounded—that they do great injustice 
to Brother Thomas, and that they have been made without suf- 
ficient evidence or proper consideration. 

If, however, they were even true, is it proper that the press 
should be made the medium of their first announcement? Does 
it not belong to the church of which Brother Thomas is a mem- 
ber, to take cognizance of such matters, and give to them the 
or wm which circumstances may require? And are not these 

rethren amongst whom Dr. Thomas lives, most favorably situ- 
ated to obtain the truth with regard to these charges ? and are 
they not the only legitimate tribunal which can decide upon 
them ? Now, the simple fact that they have neither accused nor 
condemned him, is positive evidence that there is no just foun- 
dation for such charges; and we have every reason to believe 
them false, from the consideration that Dr. Thomas is greatly 
esteemed by those who are acquainted with him, and that the 
most intelligent and devoted brethren in eastern Virginia have 
the highest confidence in his piety, and the greatest respect for 
his character. 

To be sure, Brother Thomas entertains peculiar opinions 
upon certain subjects not distinctly taught in the Scriptures, 
and never proposed as matters of faith or duty ; and he hie an 
undoubted right to entertain whatever opinions or theories are 
most agreeable to him upon these subjects. His error has been 
that he placed an undue degree of importance upon thein—so 
much so as to bring them before the public, and oecupy him self 
and the brethren with questions that gender strife, can never 
promote true piety, and give occasion to those who desire to 
reproach us. In combatting these opinions, too, we have no 
doubt all erred, both in matter and manner, as the ; hrase is; 
but a controversy about opinions, however nny A e. may 
become necessary when brethren are likely to be unseiite | in 


their minds by them, and diverted from more important 1 «' ers. 
I cannot, however, see with what reason or justice or nec sity 
* Plain Dealing” has changed the subject from opinion.‘ per- 


sons, and not content that the apple of discord has been th: wn, 
bas ventured to open the box of Pandora. 


We all know that it is contrary to the spirit and doct: ie of 
, a8 
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the Christian Religion, that any one should be wrongfully ac. 
cused; and above all, that a brother should be thus wounded in 
the house of his friends. And shail the principles which have 
thus far aided us in restoring primitive Christianity be +o tar for- 
gotten as to permit any one to be yroseribed for a dilerence ot 
opinion! Shall one who earnestly contends for the cre Faith, 
one Lord, and one Baptism, and cheys trom the heart the apos- 
tolic mould of doctrine, be styled a “‘tactionist,” because he 
does not happen to agree with others in matters of theory and 
speculation, or because he has Leen £0 unlortul ate as to bring 
these before the public? Or shall one who conccmns without 
evidence, and proposes a separaticn without sufficient cause, be 
regarded as a friend of union, harmony and love? 

But | remember that when all tle evils had issued frcem the 
box of Pandora, sorr was found at the bottcm. May we not 
therefore hope that the undue harshness which cur Erother 
Thomas has experienced may be in scme measure overlecked, 
and the error in some degree extenuated by him when he reflects 
that those who have been so long and so ardently engaged ina 
cause so dear to them as ihe restoration of the go:yel cl peace, 
and the promotion of peace on earth and gocd will tcwaids men, 
are naturally very sensitive to the intioduetion of n atters which 
tend to produce schism and frustrate the dearest as} irations of 
their hearts; and that they cannot be insensible to the addition- 
al obloquy and misrepresentation which has been Ly this means 
brought upon the cause of the Arcient Gospel? And may we 
not Aope on the other hand, that “ Plain Dealing ” will see the 
exceeding inipropriety of his remarks, and that uncer the influ- 
ence of christian and gertiemanly feelings, he will render to 
Brother Thomas the justice of an-ayclegy? I trust he will 
take these suggestions and remarks in the spirit of kindness in 
which they are tendered, end yay to them that attention which 
the case demands; for we may rest assured that if faction be 
bad, fiction is worse. 

Yours in the Gospel 
R. RICHARDSON. 





Kine & Queen, Va. October 24, 1836. 
Beloved Brother Thomas, 

You know I have not agreed with you in all your views; 
nevertheless, | am mortified at the piece in Jchnson and Hall’s 
“Gospel Advocate.” 1 shall write them to kncw who is the 
nuthor of that slar der, and let them know we will not withdraw 
our fillowship frem you, nor cut support of ycu while you 
maintain a Christian spirit, and character—that we will sustain 
you in exposing our errors, and presenting gc epel duties tous 
so long as itis done in a Christian spirit. We ave all please 
at the good spirit ycu write with towards Picther Con phell.— 
He has injured himself with many of his old and best friends 
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yn this section of country (eastern Virginia.) I intend 
writing to hin on this subject once more and then I shall keep 
silence. | besesca you to be calm nader your trials. You know 
our teather says—" in your patience @ possess ye your souls.” I 
am Op) se 1 to all manner o! prose ription for an honest di er- 
ence of opinion. But tais spirit is now getting into the protess- 
ed “Go pel ‘| Advocate ” of Kentucky. 

[ an in great haste or [| would say more—write when con- 

venient Yours truly, 


T. M. H. 


BAPTISM PHRENOLOGICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 
lL. Whatits B uptis) m? 


It is the * having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water—Heb. x. 22.” 
2 Wial is meant by the heart in this connexion ? 


The heart here sigaifies the Moral Sentiments, which are 
susceptible of being used or abused. 

3. What are the Moral Sentiments ? 

‘hey may be either inferior or of a superior kind, but all ex- 
cellent in the use of them. The inferior Moral Sentiments are 
Self-E teen; Love of Approbation; Cautiousness and Bene- 
volence:—the superior are Veneration; Firmness ; Conscien- 
tiousness; Hope; Wonder; Ideality; Wit and Imitation. 

4. What isa Conscience? 

That which in com non speech is termed Conscience, is the 
decision of the Moral Seatinents. The actions to which they 
urge a man, either in word or deed, reveal the conscience of the 
man. 

5. Whatisan evi, Conscience ? 

It is the abuse of the Moral Sentiments. For instance, it is 
good to worship, adore, venerate, or respect, whatever is truly 
great and rood ; hut a senseless respect for unworthy objects, 
consecrat d by time or situation, love of antiquated customs, 


abject subserviency to persons in authority, superstition ; 
thouzh they proceed from the exercise of one and the same sen- 
timent, viz. Venerarion—are bad or evil. So also of the mis- 


use of the other sentiments we have enumerated, 

6. By What standard is the abuse of the Moral Sentiments, 
or “an evil conscience,” determined ? 

The Holy Scriptures are the only true and authorized 
standard of good and evil—of rightand wrong. These are in- 
fallible in their decisions. Human opinion is for the most part, 
at variance with them, and must not be regarded by those who 
desire to arrive at a true definition of the phrase. A man may 
have a conscience clear of any unworthy motive, and yet have 
an evil conscience. This is what Paul meant when he said, 
s | give thanks to God, whom from my forefathers i 
serve with a pure (or clear) conscience.” Human opinion in 
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some parts of the globe, approbates the worship of idols; n 
other parts obedience to the Pope; in others evi the 
sincerity of a man’s belief, whatever that belief may be, to be 
good; but the Holy Scriptures pronounce all these things to be 
bad :—“ little children,” say they, “ keep ycurselves from idols ;” 
again, “ the Lord Jesus will consume that lawless one the man 
of sin, or (the Pope) by the spirit of his mouth, and with the 
brightness of his coming he will, indeed, utterly destroy him” 
and those who obey him (see 1 & 2 chaps. 2 Thess.) ; and to 
the lovers and sincere believers of error, they say, “ no lie (or 
error) is of the truth ;” and “without the city are dogs and 
the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the 
idolators, and every one who loves or invents a lie.’”—To do 
zood is to do as the Scriptures teach, to do evil, though the 
doing is sincerely done, is to do unscripturally, or according to 
the traditions of men. The man so sant may have a clear 
but an evil conscience. 

7. What is it to sprinkle the heart or Moral Sentiments ? 

It is to affect, or operate upon, the Moral Sentiments through 
the Intellectual Faculties. These faculties are of four difler- 
ent kinds—first, the external senses, by which man is brought 
into communication with external objects, and enabled to en- 
joy them; secondly, those which perceive existence ; thirdly, 
those which perceive the relations of eaternal objects ; and 
fourthly, those which compare, judge, and discriminate. 
Hence, to operate on the Moral Sentiments of the Apostles they 
were brought into communication with the things said and 
done by Jesus ; which things were addressed to their senses of 
seeing, hearing, tasting and touching, i. e. they saw the miracles, 
heard his discourses, tasted the water made wine, and handled 
him after he rose from the dead ;—they perceived the facts—re- 
membered the events—discovered the point of his similitudes, 
and traced the effects to the Great First Cause, dwelling in 
Jesus, and by him doing the works. What did this effect upon 
their hearts or moral sentiments? Did it not purify their lives? 
Did it not fill them with the benevolence of their master ? with 
Veneration, with Firmness, with Conscientiousness, with 
Hope, with a Love of Approbation, &c. &c.? 

The process by which the moral sentiments or hearts of men 
are affected in these days, is precisely similar to that by which 
the hearts of the Apostles were influenced in the days of Jesus. 
All they saw and heard, was evidence addressed to their hearts, 
through their intellectual faculties ; so all that men see and hear 
now, in and from the holy scriptures, is evidence, or testimony, 
addressed to their hearts through their intellects. 

The reason of this affection of the moral sentiments through 
the intellect being termed a sprinkling is owing to the subject 
matter of the evidence. The testimony of God is, that “the blood 
of sprinkling,” as Paul terms, “the blood of Jesus Christ his 
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son, cleanses from all sins ” 1 Jno. 1. 7.—The subject matter of 
the testimony is “ the blood of sprinkling.” Now the evidence 
to sustain the sin-cleansing property of this blood, God has 
submitted to mens’ intellectual faculties that they may exam 
ine it and believe. ‘The Intellect having determined that the 
evidence fully sustains the declaration, the moral sentiments 
are brought into play. They discover that they have been 
abused; and resolve to regain their rightful sovereignty in alli- 
ance with intellect over the animal feelings. The man whose 
sentiments and faculties are so affecfed proceeds forthwith to 
reform his life and to be quit of all future consciousness of evil : 
and this he begins to do, by having “ his body washed in pure 
water.” 

8. What is the body? 

It is a thing that can be seen and felt. It is composed of 
many parts, such as the head, face, trunk, superior and inferior 
extremities. The face is no more the body, than a part is the 
whole, It is a part of the body. 

Q. Whatis it to have the body washed ? 

It is to bring all the parts of the body into contact with some 
fluid. ‘The most approved and convenient way is by dipping 
the body into the fluid, 

10. W hat is water ? 

It is a fluid accessible to man in every part of the habitable 
globe. It isa compound consisting of two gases—Oxygen and 
Hydrogen, in astate of chemical union. Itis a most indispen 
ble article of animal life. It is detergent or cleansing to a great 
extent. 

Ll. What is it to wash the body in water? 

It is to dip the individual in that fluid. 

12. What is pure water? 

It is that described in the answer to the tenth question, when 
it holds no extraneous particles in solution; such as distilled 
water. 

13. What is “ pure water” in the sense of Hebrews x, 22? 

It is purifying water, or water that cleanses from sin, which 
the purest distilled water cannot do. Jt is the ingredient pul 
into the water that makes it purifying. Whena mans’ heart 
or moral sentiments, are sprinkled with the blood of sprinkling, 
as already described, he goes into the water with his sprinkled 
heart.. He does not leave his sprinkled faeulties on the rivers’ 
brink while his body is being washed. This is what I mean 
by the water being made purifying by the ingredient put into it. 
If the man does not curry a sprinkled heart with him into the 
walter, the water is nol purifying, or sin-cleansing, to him. 
Some persons can see nothing in baptism but body-washing ; 
hence, they contend that an immersed person is a baptized per- 
son—as if a person unsprinkled in heart, though “a ei ed 
2s white as snow, could be purified, cleansed or sanctified. 
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14. Is sprinkling water in the face of an infant, washing the 
body with water? 

If the face be the body, and if sprinkling be washing, it is; but 
if the face be not the body, but only a part of it; and if sprink- 
ling be not washing, then sprinkling the face of an infant is not 
washing its body. And further, even if it were, the water can- 
not be purifying to the infant,, inasmuch as it is physically, 
morally and intellectually incapable of having its moral senti- 
ments or heart sprinkled. Its sentiments have been neither used 
nor abused, being competent to neither good nor evil ; how then 
can its heart be sprinkled from an“ evil conscience?” All 
which is humbly submitted to the scrutiny of the spiritualist, 
the paido-rhantist, and the inquirers of every name by the 

Eprror. 





The Harbinger of the Millennium on “ Materialism.” 
No. 1. | 


Now this is the testimony, that God has given to us (Christians) eter- 
nal life: and this life isin his Son.—He who has the Son, has this life; he 
who has not the Son of God, has not this life-—1 Jno. ec. v. 11, 12. 

The close of the year has at length arrived; and, with its demise, The 
Harbinger has finished his work of washing, scouring and wiping “ the es- 
eutchcon” of “the present reformation ” from the foul stain with which The 
Advocate has sonal to offuscate and contaminate it! The clogs are at 
length dissevered that “oppressed ” it, and caused its chanot wheels heavily 
to drive! How fair, how beautiful, how clean must “ the present reforma- 
tion” appear, in the eyes of its patron, now that its heraldic “ quartenngs” 
stand “in bold relief,” upon an atherial “ field,’ without a“ material” spec 
or spot! All sprite no substance, then, is the wreathed motto of “reform !” 
if true, so let it be; but if, perchance, hereafter it appear, that body, sub- 
stance, matter, be the substratum of all God’s Institutions, then, adieu the 
dogmas of our friend, God’s will and way are best. 

* Materidliem!” So The Harbinger terms the coctrine, that he only rho 
has the Son hath eternal life; in other woids, that man is not naturally 
and therefore necessarily immortal ; but that the immortality of his life is a 
wilt of God to that portion of the race, who cbhey his Institutions. This is 
the true point at issue; a proposition, which the Harbinger in all the thirty 
pages of typography he has appropriated to “ Materialism,” has not ven- 
tured to encounter. If immortality be conditional, which The Advocate af- 
firms, then the dogma of abstract human spirits or ghosts vanishes into air, 
thin air! If it be wneonditional, as the abstract spiritualist maintains, then 
eternal life and immortality or incorruptlility is not the gift of God by 
Jesus Christ; for abstract spiritualism maintains, that man ever since hw 
creation, has possessed an immortal spirit or scul, capable of existence se- 
parately and independently of his matter or body. ie 

The Advocate calls upon The Harbinger to meet this intelligible propo- 
sition, or all his labor of “ wiping off the escutcheon of the present reforma- 
tion” will be lost, irretrievably lost. age 

But, what a singular course has The Harbinger taken in maintaining hi» 
own traditions, and in opposing the “dggmatism,” of The Advocate! How 
unlike his wonted cautiousness and sagacity—how unlike himself! Whas 
polemic would think of encountering an opponent before he had the sub- 
yect at issue fairly and fully before him? And who would dream of confe- 
tung one heretic by arguing against the traditions of another entirely differ- 
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ent one? And yet, such has been the unfortunate tactics of The Harlin- 
ger in combatting what he terms “inaterialism!’ Would it be believed 
that so dexterous a polemic has been for many moons past practising the 
cuts of literary warfare against The Advocate, by attacking Doctor Priestly 
and the materialism taught by him! The Advocate studiously avoided the 
consultation of the work of any author upon “ materialism ;” in order that 
what he believed on tie Constitution of Man, of the external world, and on 
the ultimate destiny of both, might be the result of an unbiassed study of 
the book of Revelation.* He has affirmed this again and again, yet The 
Harbinger waywardly bent on his own policy, continued his pursuit of a 
phantom, as if determined to listen to nothing tending to disenchant his ce- 
rebrum of the gratifying hallucination! 

The opmion of The Advocate on a review of all the articles penned by 
The Harbinger on “ Materialism ” is, that they have done more damage to 
his reputation as a defender of the faith, than all the attacks he has had to 
sustain from the most practised and skilful opponents in the ranks of the 
Apostacy. The labor of confutation will be light to the “dogmatical’”’ Advo- 
cate, inasmuch as the dogmata of The Harbinger, in the estimation of the 
discerning wayfarer, are amply sufficient to confute themselves. Instead 
of reasoning with The Advocate, as Paul did with the Jews, “out of the 
Scriptures,’ he has carped at him out of the vain and specalative philoso- 
phy of Ex-Chancellor Brougham, and of the author of the “ Natural His 
tory of Enthusiasm ;” as if the opinions of these gigantic aliens were any- 
thing but vanity, when the conditionality or unconditionality of eternal life 
was the subjectin debate! Look at their practice, and what are their opinions 
worth of the question before us? ‘They have neither wisdom nor know- 
ledge enough to take the first step to immortalitv. They are of the gode 
of this world whose minds are blinded by the Master of Evil. And yet 
such are the aids brought into the help of The Harbinger against “a strp- 
ling,” and ‘“‘a very young man!’ Mighty are the powers brought to bear 
against a feeble object truly! Unworthy allies of a worthy man. 

The Advocate considers that a seriaum reply to The Harbinger is irrele- 
vant and uncalled for. Indeed were he to follow the advice of many friends 
to both parties, he would pass over the whole matter unnoticed. This he 
would do, but from certain considerations. Misrepresentation must be cor- 
rected, justice must be vindicated, and perversions of scripture exposed.— 
And this The Advocate will do, time and opportunity fitting. !tis irrelevant, 
and would be uncalled for, were he to enter upon a defence of Priestlyis:n. 
He cannot detend the Doctor being ignorant of his doctrine, knowing 
neither his strong nor his weak points. The Harbingerseems to know al 
about the matter :—he will, therefore, leave “ the bold ghost” of Priestly to 
defend his, her, or its (I know not the gender of a ghost) opinions against The 
Harbinger, or his abstract spirit, when they shall both meet in thedoubtful 
“region prepared for abstract spirits, good or evil.” 

When The Advocate penned his first article, having allusion to the things 
debated, he had a controversy with no individual. The Harbinger became 
the voluntary champion of the human. opinions he opposed. This was 
mighty kind; and doubtless much to the gratification of all spiritualists. 
Could Plato’s ghost but re-enter its mortal tenement, it would probably 
move a vote of thanks to The Harbinger for his able mystification. But 





*From a similarity of views, a fnend and brother supposed The Advocate 
had been studying “ Combe on the Consjitution of Man.” He asked hina 
if he had seen that work; to which, he replied, he had not. The brother 
had, and recommended it warmly to his considerajion. Upon this The 
‘Advocete determined to obtain it; which he did about the middle of last 
October, since which time he has read it once through. But it should be 
observed that Combe’s work is based on Phrenology, not upon Dr, Priest- 


hy’e “ materialism.” 
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this cannot be. However to proceed. The Advocate neither desires, nor 
labors, to add any doctrines to “ present reformation.” The Harbinger af- 
firms that this is his desire—page 399, vol. 7. It is a mistake. He labors 
for no denomination ; it is for the truth as he believes it, independent of all 
sects or parties, he pleads ywhether by writing, speaking or acting. The 
party he belongs to is a church of Christ composed of but few persons, who 
assemble every first day of the week in a little village in Virginia, that they 
may worship God in spirit and in truth according to his word, and not ac- 
cording to the dogmas of this or that reformation or denomination. Can 
an advocate for the truth, upon such independent principles as these be sus- 
tained, by those who profess to acknowledge no Lord but Jesus, and no 
sect or party but his? The experiment is making, we have yet to see. 
Well, then, The Advocate labors, according to ‘the light he has, to show 
to his readers what the Senptures teach ; he desires neither to add to, nor 
to take from the things they reveal. His labors may not please contem- 
porary laborers; but he cannot he Ip it. He does not wish wantonly to of- 
tend them. They labor according to their opinions of what 2 night; but he 
would observe, that their opinions may be a rule for them, but not for him. 
The Advocate must judge for himself, and Jeave others to do as they 


lease. . 

The Advocate wishes to lay before his readers, what he be- 
heves to be the Constitulion of Man, and the constitu tion of 
the things, to which ke stands related her e, and hereafter, as 
God has constituted him and them; and as he thinks he has 
made their constitution known in the Book of Revelation.— 
He was incited to to this, primarily, by the necessity he was 
under of replying to certain queries bearing on the ti pies em- 
braced in this design; as well as by the difficulties s presenting 
themselves to his own mind when reading the Scriptures. 
Not having then arrived at conclusions, he determined to seek 
the aid of others. This information he sought for under the 
eaption of “Information Wanted ;” which consisted of the 
thirty-four questions, that appeared December 1835. He pub- 
lished these, in the hope, that some one or more of intelligence 
and independence might try and throw some light upon them. 
He little thought then what a spirit of denunciation and pro- 
scription was latent in “ the present reformation,” so vaunted as 
it has been for liberty of opinion and free discussion—a spirit, 
which seems to have slumbered only for want of a fit oceasion 
to show itself. Not being, however, the creature of fear, or of 
expediency, this evil spirit still finds him undismayed ; and pre- 
pared to withstand its unhallowed assaults with the tirmness 
and fortitude of a soldier of Christ. 

Instead, however of some one condescending to instruct him, 
and to impart the information sought, he was forthwith beset on 
every side. A correspondent arose putting certain questions 
to him. The letter containing these obliged him to investigate 
the subject alluded to more closely, and, unlike the course 
adopted towards ep he hontstiy and frankly replied to said 
querist, accordi hi aan he had: ‘Phen began the din ot 
war. The artil the present reformation,” began to 
play from the heights of Bethany. The Goodals As to gos- 
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sip. He was charged with levity by one who has treated him 
with singular lightness! His Christian character was tra- 
duced; he was classed with “the wits and the wags, the 
Paines, and the Voltaires, and all that herd,” &c, &e, &e. 
Discharges of small arms were levelled at him from divers 
points ; and discontinuances came in from various quarters, be- 
cause he had the presumption to ask for infoimation few had 
the courage to give him. But notwithstanding this fusilading 
he still lives at the service of his friends and readers. A worm 
will writhe under the foot that treads it down. The Advocate 
ventured to defend himself, and that in as jocose a humour as 
circumstances would admit. With this view he published a 
conversation between three friends upon the sayings and doings 
of the ‘family circle.” This if he mistake not, gave rise to 
The Harbinger’s four essays on Dr. Priestly’s materialism ; 
the list of which has just come to hand. ‘Thus the matter 
stands as far as its history is concerned, At a convenient sea- 
son The Advocate will resume the case, to the edification of his 
readers, he trusts, and to the vindication of truth. 
December, 1836. 


TO THE READER. 


Some time ago we translated the following articles from an 
Italian Author of the 17th or 18th centuries. Imagining their 
contents to be appropriate at the present crisis, we have brought 


them forth from the obscurity of our portfolio; and present 
them to the consideration of our readers for their edification 


and improvement.—Let us never forget, that 7’ruth is of more 
value than Opinion. 


7 


EpIror. 


PLUS VALET QUOD 1N VERITATE EST, QUAM QUOD 
IN OPINIONE. 


In times past, Truth was maintained, and defended by the 
wisest philosophers, as a solid foundation of faith among men. 
The Romans ordered their children to wear its mage suspend- 
ed upon their breasts. Homer says, that he only is his ene- 
my who loves not the truth. Sophocles calls it the true orna- 
ment and grave of man. Pythagoras says, that the greatest 
endowments of the mind, conferred by the Gods, were Truth. 
Plato calls it the origin of every good. Aristotle ardent] 
loved it, and used to say ;—Amicus Plato, Amicus Socrates, 
Amici omnes, sed magis amica Veritas,—Frend Plato, 
Friend Socrates, Friends all, but rather Friend Truth.—Anax- 
agoras, and other philosophers after their death left nothing 
more glorious to their memory, than that of being called lovers, 
and defenders of Truth; for without it Justice cannot be upheld, 
and when Justice is not, Iniquity prevails. Now, no virtue ls more 
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tombatted by Opinion, than Truth. The innumerable quan- 
tity of books of which there are rooms full, are all opinions, 
and commentaries, Which oppose and coniound Truth. For 
the insane World, with speculations, and cavillings, some from 
interest, some from ambition, and some from revenge, endea- 
vours to oppress, and bury it. So that the saying above cited. 
epee la sents 1 nt quite contrary to the ractice In ma ny 
place Theretore it will be better to consider the Author a: 
cancelling or ees ring it, thus, pli is valet quod in op inion 
est, quam quod in Veritale, o pinio mis of more value than 
sot This is seen in some tribunals where me jucges sus 
ided by Lawyers, who clamour and contend with hands 

aa feet z troying poor truth which never ay pears, they os ld 


it well concealed and suarted: hss they may sell it to the 
chantment of a golden fee. 


3 
MW 
ii 


VERITAS MULTIS NON EGET VERBIS. 
; Truth needs few rords. 

Good Philo ophers had always in view—the common int 
yest, and they procured, as much by their sayings, as by thei: 
actions, the diminution of the vices of the world, speakin 
and writing bri fly with truth, and doing justice. Neverthe les: 
they encountered hatred and opposition, whence arose the sa\ 
ing, veritas odium paril, Truth begets aversion; a circum 
stance which obtains now in every place. But that Veritas 
multis non eget vebbis, is most incorrect; and this there is no 
difficulty in proving, ‘by reflecting on the preceeding discours 
where we have spoken‘of the advocates and proctors. Here 
no other reason will be adduced, as the question is not the vast 
quantity of law books, which are full of words to prove the 
Truth, and how can it be said that non eget verbis, there is no 
need of words? It will then be better to Say, Veritas sine 
nummis, va, irrita omnia facit,—truth without money, alas 
makes all things vain. 


NAVE HUMAN GHOSTS IN A SEPARATE STATE A POWER OF ACTION ; 
iF THEY HAVE, ARE THEY ‘TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE 
DEEDS DONE OUT OF THE BODY AS WELL AS IN IT ? 

Brother Thomas, 

You will notice that Brother Campbell 
combatting materialism with as much zeal as if the salvation 
of men depended upon the belief that spirits exist in hades ab- 
stract from the body, or that they enjoy happiness or undergo 
misery in that se parate state. He seems to think that to do ubt 
upon this subject, is almost, if not quite equivalent to deny- 
ing the faith. 

If it were admitted that spirits exist abstract from bodies, 
still it would be hard to determine whether they possess the 


! 
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powers of action or not, and if they do, then we should begin 
to inquire whether they were held accountable for their actions 
in this separate state. Weare not told that they shall give an ac- 
count of the deeds done out of the body, or whether ; 


‘ are 
done or not. If there be nothiag done by separate or ract 
spirits, then we are at a loss to know the use of their exrtnce; 


and thus we are puzzied and perplexed with this mysterious 
matter. 

Then immediately after this follows another difficulty, if 
spirits abstract from the body are susceptible of pleasure and 
pain, and in this separate state enjoy the pleasure of Heaven, 
and undergo the pains of Hell, we are at loss to kn the use 
of aresurrection at all. Wall they do more than this after the 


resurrection 2 
Affect ona urs, 


(F’rom our Portfolio.) 


ILLUSTRATION OF THE APOCALYPSE! 
BY ELDER W. K. SMITH “A BAPTIST DIVINE.” 
(Condensed from the R. Herald.) 


“Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Motiier of ts and Abomination 
of the earth.” —fer. 17, 5. 

“First, [ shall give my views of the ancient Babylon, how 
she was the mistress of the whole earth, and sat upon all na- 
tions, people, and tongues.”—The how, he accounts for by say- 
ing that Nebuchadnezzar caused a herald to proclaim with a 
loud voice universal obeisance to the Goiden Image he had 
set up in the plain of Dura! 

“Secondly, I purpose,” says he. “giving my views of what 
this Babylon, by way of mystery, is.” Je has no doubt but the 


rise, progress, and the downfall of ry was in the view of 
the revelator, but his mind led in search of something 


that more nearly concerned him a¥™® his hearers, “ and,” says 
he, “I discovered that there was an Imp hatched out of the 
spawn of Poperys called ardent spirits, which in the place of 
a Golden Image has set up a number of copper images, which 
are socommon in our land, that We scarcely get clear of the 
stink of one till we are in the smell of another!” “ Drunken- 
ness,” this learned Divine says, “ represents the second beast 
to whom the dragon gave his power, who executed all the 
power of the first beasi, and sat on all the nations, &e. !!” 

“1 shall now proceed to show how she is the Mother of Har- 
lots."—T his second how is accomplished by training up “ the 
human family from their infancy” by “ sweetening and pre- 
paring this bane, until their appetite is fond of it.” But to 
come nearer to the point he has “ noticed that where drink, 
frolicking, and carousiie are most practised, that young fe- 

















males are the most liable to accidents,” and thus Babylon 
becomes the Mother of Harlots !!!! 

“ Third, I shall now show how it is the abomination of the 
earth.” This third how is made evident from the fact, “ that 
of all orrid crimes committed, a great number of them are 
througi™™me influence of ardent spirits.”"—“ It is ” says he, “the 
abomination that causes desolation, and sheds the blood of 
saints and martyrs of Jesus.”—* But it has pleased God to 
judge the Whore this year, by sending a frost that has nearly 
taken all the fruit, and a great part of the rye of which ardent 
spirit is made; and the time may not be far distant when God 
will take oyof his kingdom all things that offend, and among 
them drunkards, and devils, and hurl them from his presence 
into an awful hell, and every saint will say amen, alleluia, and 
the smoke of torment will ascend up for ever and ever!!!” 

There read ke that as a specimen of the manner in which 
these pretended successors of the apostles make void the word 
of God by their traditions. The author of the quotation text 
is acknowledged to mean one thing, but this Elder Smith racks 
his brain to discover another, and thus he tortures part of a pre- 
diction relating to the overthrow of the Apostacy, into a text 
for his ridiculous effusion, called a Sermon on Temperance.— 
The enlightened of the Herald, too, inserts it into his 
“leaves for the heal of the nations ” approvingly, as we 
suppose, for there are no marks of disapprobation about it. 
Either Mr. Sands’ light is darkness made visible, or he has in- 
serted the sermon as a satire on his Brother Smith. If we give 
Mr. Sands’ credit however, for that “ piety ” he pretends to, 
we cannot suppose the latter; our only alternative, therefore, 
is, that Sands’ and Smith are brethren indeed—“ in full com- 
munion” with the darkness, imbecility, and ignorance of a 
world at enmity against , and prostrate in-vhe chains of an 
absurd and frantic supersti Alas! for this age because of of- 
fences. How are the pure of God despised, His Majes- 
ty insulted and mankind befoOled !!! 

March 6, 1835. 
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NOBICES. 


The present number is the first issue from our new office.— 
We have had to labor under many inconveniences in commen- 
cing operations in the country, which have caused a delay in 
the publication of the paper. Our Printer is doing his best to 
make up lost time so as to issue the work by the first of every 


month. We will yet, all things concurring, regain a hold of 
the forelock of Time. 


31> All letters for the Editor, to be addressed (post paid) 
to Tue CLerx’s Orrice, Ametia County, Virarnia. 


Printed and published by John Thomas, . s County, Virginia. . 









